[Clinical application of microfibrillar collagen hemostat (Avitene) in neurosurgical field].
Microfibrillar collagen hemostat (Avitene) is a new absorbable hemostatic agent, of which mechanisms are adhesion to the bleeding site and platelet aggregation. Histopathological examinations revealed that Avitene was biocompatible with cerebral cortex in an animal experiments. Our previous studies indicated that Avitene is very effective and safe to use as a topical hemostatic agent during craniotomy in an experimental animal. Avitene was used as a topical hemostatic agent during craniotomy in 36 patients with intracranial organic lesions. Its effectiveness of hemostasis was revealed in 95%. This agent was especially useful to prevent oozing during craniotomy. Side effect of this agent was not reported in this study. Therefore, Avitene is very effective and safe to use as a topical hemostatic agent in the neurosurgical field.